
Our community is special to us…it’s the 
place we call home and the people we 
call neighbors. We put a lot of work into 
it every day and get even more out of it 
as the years go by.  
 
Part of the reason living here is so re-
warding is the way our community is 
neighbors chip in and help each other. 
 
Maintenance and care of our common 
areas and advisement of our HOA  
Board activities is done by Principal 
Management Group. What does that 
mean for us? It means that our manage-
ment company, paid with our associa-
tion dues, provides the professional ser-
vice we expect in order to maintain the 
value of our homes, while growing the 
value of your investment. 
 
Note: This newsletter is not prepared or 
published by Principal Management 
Group.  Principal Management Group 
has no responsibility for its content or 
its distribution. 
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Those who have resided in the Cielo Ranch 
neighborhood for more than four years are 
probably familiar with a previous newsletter 
distributed here.  It was titled Cielo Ranch and 
was the official publication of the Cielo Ranch 
Homeowners Association, Inc.  It was distrib-
uted every two months from December (2001)/
January (2002) through at least August 2004.  It 
appears to have been published by Singer Asso-
ciation Management, Inc, (S.A.M.).  You old 
hands can correct us if we are wrong on this. 

The present version of the newsletter was initi-
ated at the invitation of John MacKenzie, Presi-
dent of the HOA Board.  A poll was conducted 
through December 31, 2008 to learn homeown-
ers’ preferences of a name for the newsletter and 
the frequency with which it will be distributed.  
CR News and Cielo Ranch Wrangler drew the 
same amount of support, with Cielo Ranch 
Roundup being the third preference.  Reaction to 
the proposal that we use the compromise name 
of CR Wrangler garnered three times the votes 
versus going with one of the previous prefer-
ences. 

The frequency of distributing four issues per 
year drew 50% more support than six times per 
year. So this is what we will go with at least for 
the first year. 

I volunteered Mary to be the senior editor, be-
cause she is much better at proofreading and 
correcting grammar and syntax than I am.  All 
homeowners in Cielo Ranch are encouraged to 
submit articles or announcements for publica-
tion.  We will try to include all that are in good 
taste in the next issue following submission by 
the announced deadline.  

We hope this is a community project that we 
will find useful  and satisfying.   May we all 
benefit from it. 

Background of Newsletter 
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Is this a boat  
parked occasion-
ally on Coman-
che Drive (or is 
that one bigger?) 
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We appreciate all the fine work of the Board of 
Directors and the Shadow Board Members.  Par-
ticularly, gratitude needs to be expressed for the 
efforts John MacKenzie has expended to get 
the money from Beazer and see that the repairs 
are being completed on the clubhouse.   

Note: When John was given a chance to re-
view the draft copy prior to distribution, he 
said lots of other people helped, Such as 
Terry White taking photographs of the dam-
age and many who emailed or called Beazer 
to urge release of the money promised follow-
ing receipt of the estimate of damages.  He 
believes that Mary Jane Unzicker was proba-
bly most persistent in calling the Beazer staff. 
 

Blake Fentress deserves our gratitude for his 
volunteer service in building and maintaining the 
picnic table in the gazebo park.  Also, Blake has 
emptied the garbage can there and kept the area 
around it tidy for more than six months.  Note: 
John McKenzie, upon learning that the contrac-
tors were failing to empty the garbage can, indi-
cated that he will be sure that this is done  by the 
contractor’s employees . 

Note: This feature is available for any 
Cielo Ranch homeowner to acknowledge 
exceptional service that benefits our com-
munity. 
�

Kudos to Homeowners for 
Exceptional Service 
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Paul Holland is a Cielo Special Olympics Ath-
lete   Paul has been in Special Olympics for al-
most 20 years. It is a year round program for 
people with intellectual disabilities. Providing 
Olympic style competitions in many sports.    

2008 was a great year for Paul. He was asked to 
speak about his experiences at the 2007 World 
Games in China. In Feb. he spoke to over 1000 
people at the opening ceremonies for the State 
Games in San Antonio. In May he spoke to 
about 500 coaches at the State Games in Arling-
ton. He was given the honor to speak to over 
1500 people involved in the International Law 
Enforcement Convention this past Oct. in Dallas. 
They are the men and women that support the 
Special Olympics Torch Run. It was 4 long and 
great days.   Paul competed in all three State 
Games. He won a Silver in Bowling, a Bronze in 
Athletics and a Gold in Boccee.    

Paul was very involved in the ALP's group that 
volunteers and promotes Special Olympics. Paul 
was awarded a Alp's Polo shirt at the Summer 
State Games for 100 plus hours of volunteer 
work. Only 15 athletes were given this award in 
the whole State of Texas.    

I would like to give a Special Thank you Leti 
Neiser "Paul's Speech Coach" and to Donna 
Gacke his "Number 1 fan". Thank you to all the 
Cielo residents that bought t-shirts to support 
Paul at the World Games in China. It was more 
than just buying a shirt. It was telling Paul. I 
know you can. And he did! He brought back a 
Silver and a Bronze. Thank you to all his Cielo 
email buddies that encourage Paul on a weekly 
basis. Thank you to all our neighbors that en-
courage Paul while he is walking / training. It 
meant a lot to Paul and his parents.    

Please feel free to call Liz Holland / 
940.321.6106. If you would like to get involved 
in Special Olympics as a volunteer or know 
someone that would like to compete.  

Paul Holland-Special Athlete  Contributed 
by Liz Holland 
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Health Myths Debunked   

The British Medical Journal asked two phy-
sicians to take a look at some of those old 
adages that everyone repeats each holiday 
season. Looking at six of these, the doctors 
found that some might have reasons behind 
them, but found no solid backing after re-
viewing a large number of studies. 

"We're trying to just show that it's important 
for us to examine commonly held beliefs," 
said Dr. Aaron E. Carroll, director of the 
Center for Health Policy and Professional-
ism Research at the Indiana University 
School of Medicine. "There's good science 
to show that these beliefs are incorrect, that 
they're myths, and yet many people still be-
lieve them."    Source:: American Broad-
casting (ABC) Health Check, December 18, 
2008. 

Note:  This will be a regular feature in 
which things like the Fitness Boot Camp 
and other health and fitness activities and 
breaking news on health and fitness can be 
reported. 

Health and Fitness  
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When we called The Lake Cities Sun news-
paper office about coverage of the Cielo 
Ranch Make A Difference Day , Terry 
Lantrip, Editor/Publisher, took our call.  He 
was very positive and promised to show up 
with a photographer to cover our activity 
and report it in his newspaper.  Terry 
showed up on Saturday, October 25, took a 
picture of our kickoff pose.   
When  we relocated to the Army Corps of 
Engineers property, Terry circulated among 
the small groups of those picking up the 
trash and took additional photographs.  Sev-
eral of these  photographs were published in 
a November 14, 2008 issue. 
 
We did not call to invite Terry to cover the 
Sunday, November 9, cleanup activity.  
However, Ken Mason, Chair, Cleanup Com-
mittee, sent Terry several pictures from the 
second day of cleanup, and Terry published 
these in the December 11, 2008 issue. 

Today, I purchased an annual subscription 
to The Lake Cities Sun.  At $25, this is a 
bargain, and subscribing supports a local 
business. 
�

The Lake Cities Sun Supports Cielo 
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Olive Stephens is a remarkable woman who 
we proudly call our Mayor. She has served 
the Town of Shady Shores for over a half of 
a century. Olive Stephens is the longest ten-
ured female public servant not only in the 
state of Texas but also in the entire United 
States.  
 
She and her husband, Fred purchased prop-
erty in Shady Shores in 1954 and moved 
here in 1957.  She was elected to the town 
council in 1963 and as mayor in 1973.  She 
has served as Mayor of Shady Shores 
through 17 consecutive terms. 
 
Ms. Olive has received numerous awards 
and positions of recognition for her service  
in Denton County.  In 1991, she was ap-
pointed as Secretary of the Denton County 
Historical Foundation.  In 2000, she re-
ceived:the United Way Life Membership 
Certificate and the Denton County Histori-
cal Foundation – Mildred & Taylor Hawk 
Award. 
 
In January 2008, Mayor Stephens was hon-
ored by the fire department for her out-
standing contributions of support over many 
years.  The Olive Stephens Award is given 
each year to a fireman with exceptional ser-
vice to the department.  Also in 2008, 
Mayor Stephens became Vice Chairman of 
Denco 911.  Denco 911 is rated in the top 5 
in the state of Texas and is highly recog-
nized nationally. 
 
 
Note: See page 9 for announcement of dedi-
cation of the new elementary school in Ms. 
Olive’s name.  

Brief Biography of Ms. Olive Stephens 
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   The Cielo Ranch Board of Directors and 
the members of the Clean up Committee 
would like to thank all of the volunteers 
who helped us Make a Difference during 
our two very successful Corps Clean Up 
Events. 
     The clean-up campaign was kicked-off 
by Shady Shores Mayor Olive Stephens on 
Saturday, October 25, when a group of 
about 20 Cielo Ranch resident volunteers  
scoured the shoreline around Cielo Ranch 
armed with trash and recycle bags, walking 
sticks, work gloves and garden tools.  The 
second event was even bigger with 35 vol-
unteers, 10 ATV’s hauling trash and deliv-
ering water and trash bags around the penin-
sula, and grilled burgers and dogs at the end 
of the day. 
   During the four hours of clean up on the 
two days it is estimated that the team re-
moved over 80 bags of trash and recycling 
weighing approximately 800 pounds; a stray 
porta-potty; a dishwasher and water heater; 
a complete wardrobe found under the mud; 
enough Styrofoam to build several floating 
docks and more than a dozen old tires. 
                                                                                        
Watch for notification of our next clean up 
day, expected to take place soon while the 
snakes are hibernating and the underbrush is 
dormant.  We look forward to seeing you  
then! 
 
Note: Committee reports are encouraged, 
Please submit them to us by the deadline 
prior to distribution of each issue of the 
newsletter. 

Make A Difference Day Cleanup 
Ken Mason 
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Dedication of New Elementary School - 
The Denton ISD School Board named the 
new elementary school in Shady Shores af-
ter Major Olive Stephens.  The dedication 
ceremony was held in December 2008.  Dr. 
Jim Alexander, Vice President of the DISD 
School Board, and Professor Emeritus, 
Texas Woman’s University, gave the dedi-
cation presentation.  Representative Myra 
Crownover honored  Ms. Olive by her pres-
ence, as did other dignitaries. 

Open House - The new 4000 sq foot Town 
hall of shady shores was open to the public 
on December 17, 2008.  Several dignitaries 
and about 50 community members joined 
Major Olive Stephens and members of the 
Town Council in celebrating availability of 
this new structure.  It replaces the 1000 ft 
building that previously served as the Shady 
Shores Community Center.  Major Olive 
Stephens presented a historical review of 
Shady Shores and its  governance. 

Bridge to Be Finished by Summer -  Ac-
cording to an article published today in The 
Lake Cities Sun, “The Lewisville Lake Toll 
Bridge (LLTB) in Denton County is 80 per-
cent complete and on schedule for a summer 
opening.”  This is good news for home own-
ers hoping for property values in the area to 
strengthen within the next couple of years.  
Some of our neighbors are less eager to see 
this project completed.  They are concerned 
that traffic in the neighborhood will increase 
and security will be diminished somewhat.   
 
Hopefully, the new signs will help.  Realiz-
ing that there is no other outlet as one ap-
proaches from the intersection at the Shady 
Shores Town Hall should discourage outsid-
ers from continuing down Cielo Lane and 
entering our neighborhood. 

Local Happenings 
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Monthly HOA Board Meetings -  The 
HOA board meets in the Clubhouse, at 7:00 
PM, on the first Tuesday of each month.  
Any homeowner who has an item for the 
agenda needs to let Mary Jane know prior to 
the meeting.  This is particularly important 
when someone wishes to address the Board 
members during the meeting. 

Shady Shores Town Council Meetings  - 
The Shady Shore Town Council holds its 
meeting on the first Monday of each month.  
These meetings are held in the Shady 
Shores Town Hall, 101, South Shady Shores 
Road 

Deadlines for Submission of Articles and 
Feature Stories -  The deadline for submis-
sion of articles and feature stories to be in-
cluded in the Spring Issue is April 10.  for 
the summer Issue, the deadline is July 10.  
for the Fall Issue, the deadline is October 
10. 

Other Dates to Note:   
1) Fire Ant presentation by Joanne Fellows 
April 4th 2pm to 4pm.  
2) Possible Date for Spring Clean-up Day 
April 4th Starting at 10am; Clean-up commit-
tee will confirm. 
3) Bi-annual HOA meeting - April 2nd at 7pm.�
Note:  This will be a regular feature in 
which any homeowners can announce 
coming events of interest residents of Cielo 
Ranch. 

Coming Events 
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