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MCLENDON, GORDON BARTON (1921–1986). Gordon McLendon, radio programming 
innovator and sportscaster, nicknamed the Old Scotchman, was born at Paris, Texas, on June 8, 
1921. He was the son of Barton Robert and Jeanette Marie (Eyster) McLendon. He grew up in 
Idabel, Oklahoma, and later graduated from Kemper Military Academy, Booneville, Missouri. 
He won a nationwide political-essay contest judged by journalists Arthur Brisbane, Henry Luce, 
and Walter Lippmann. McLendon later attended Yale University, where he studied Far Eastern 
languages, worked for the campus radio station, and served as business manager for the Yale 
Literary Magazine. World War IIqv began just before he was to graduate from Yale. He accepted 
a commission in the United States Navy and worked as an interpreter, translator, and 
interrogator. Later he was reassigned to armed forces radio, where he earned a reputation as the 
"Bill Mauldin of the Pacific" for his colorful broadcasts, which reminded some listeners of the 
famous war cartoonist.  

McLendon was married in 1943 to Gay Noe, daughter of James A. Noe, former governor of 
Louisiana; in 1973 he married Susan Stafford, a syndicated columnist, radio talk-show host, and 
actress. McLendon was a member of the board of stewards of Highland Park Methodist Church 
in Dallas and the board of directors of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, Texas chairman of the 
March of Dimes, and an honorary chairman of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Poppy Drive. In 
1964–65 he served as a communications advisor to the United States Peace Corps. In 1971 he 
conducted a month-long all-expense-paid broadcasting course for nine minority-group members, 
including African Americans, Puerto Ricans, and Mexican Americans. He died of cancer at his 
ranch home near Lake Dallas, Texas, on September 14, 1986. He was survived by a son and 
three daughters. In 1994 he was inducted into the Radio Hall of Fame by the Museum of 
Broadcast Communications in Chicago. In 2002 he was an inaugural inductee into the Texas 
Radio Hall of Fame.  

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Broadcasting, September 22, 1986. Chicago Tribune, September 16, 1986. 
Dallas Morning News, September 16, 21, 1986; November 6, 1994. Dallas Times Herald, 
September 15, 1986. Gordon B. McLendon Papers, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech 
University. Vertical Files, Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin.  

David Dary 
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Many residents of Cielo Ranch enjoy the fun of boating.  Whether you are a skier, surfer, 
wakeboarder, tuber, sun worshiper, or people watcher, there seems to be something for everyone 
on Lewisville Lake.  Those that desire a leisure afternoon with friends and family tend to head 
for the “Family Cove” just north of the new toll bridge…the more adventurous boater might 
head further South for a raft up in the “Party Cove”.  Either way, there’s fun to be had by 
everyone.  Boating not only provides a fun and recreational activity for the whole family, but 
provides a great opportunity to meet new people and make life long friends.  
 

    �

�

  
Some boaters might have the need for speed and set out to participate in the organized “Poker 
Runs” at various lakes.  The participants head out to different sites on the lake to draw cards for 
their poker hand, where they later face off for the highest hand to win prizes.  Not only are these 
events satisfying for the adrenaline junky, but they often raise thousands of dollars for local 
charities.  
 
�
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