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MCLENDON, GORDON BARTON (1921–1986).  

Texas Tech University has a collection of the papers (and sound recordings) of McLendon, 
which can be accessed through the Texas Archival Collection at:  

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/ttusw/00118/tsw-00118.html.  

Scope and Contents  

The collection includes editorials, political files, political campaign materials, 
movie promotions, business correspondence, and radio station policy books. 
Additionally, there are recordings in various formats of interviews, editorials, 
soundtracks, movie promotions, easy listening music, documentaries, and 
advertisements. Of special interest are some of McLendon's editorials, including 
a series critical of Charles DeGaulle. 

The second and largest part of the collection is comprised of various forms of 
sound recordings. The sound recordings include sixteen and twelve-inch discs of 
radio programs, jingles, soundtracks, music, and historical recordings. 

Another interesting morsel of information about Mclendon is as follows: 

McLendon was known for his elaborate practical jokes, orchestrated on such 
notables as sitting President Richard Nixon and J. Edgar Hoover  both of whom 
he called friends. 

Source:  http://wapedia.mobi/en/Gordon_McLendon. �
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Mandy, who was bitten by a snake in the neighborhood recently, is a two-year-old lab mix.  We were on 
our evening walk just before dark one Sunday evening in July.  We were walking south on Mesa Ct. -- I 
was looking at the houses, everyone's pretty flowers, etc., when all of a sudden Mandy jumped and 
yelped. I looked down only to discover she had been bitten by a snake.  We immediately moved away 
from the snake, and she stood there, silent, but acting anxious, all the while holding her paw up -- she 
would limp if she attempted to walk on it.   
 
The snake was a "brownish" color and not very big, maybe 12-14 inches long.  I am nearsighted and did 
not have my glasses on, so I couldn't see the snake real well without getting fairly close. I had my cell 
phone with me, so I called my husband to come help us.   
 
I had always heard to keep a snake bite victim quiet as activity helps "circulate" the venom throughout the 
body.  We stood there quietly, waiting for Mike and watching the snake.  Well, Mike took his sweet time in 
getting to us, and in the meantime, the snake slithered across the street and went in the grass in front of 
the Elliston's house at the corner of Mesa and Paradise Cove.  By the time Mike arrived, the snake had 
disappeared into the grass.  It was getting darker by this time, and he searched around the grass with a 
flashlight, but we couldn't find it.   
 
We returned home not quite sure what to do, or even knowing if the snake was venomous.  In the 
meantime, Mandy was acting funny -- she was panting and salivating a lot, and she immediately ran to try 
to get into one of the spare bedrooms where she likes to hide in the closet during thunderstorms.  She 
was still holding her paw up or barely walking on it.  It was getting more and more swollen.   
 
We took her to the Denton County Emergency Animal Hospital right there on the I-35 service road where 
she was treated to the tune of $1656.00.  We believe (and based on the symptoms she exhibited) that 
she was bitten by a copperhead, so the treatment included anti-venom which alone cost $590.00.  We 
were given the option of not including the anti-venom in the treatment, but that treatment which included 
lots of fluids, pain medication, and overnight hospitalization was going to cost about $1200.00 anyway.  
The vet said he had seen dogs do well and had seen dogs do poorly on either option, so we decided to 
"go for it" and hope for the best.  I wanted to be sure I did everything possible for her -- I don't think I 
could live with myself if I didn't do everything possible and then have her not make it.  I'm one of those 
crazy dog lovers who treats her dog like a child (my human children are grown).    
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A few years ago there were some e-mails within our neighborhood yahoo group about dogs getting bit by 
snakes and to "just lock them in a dark room for a few days" and they would be fine.  But the one thing 
the vet stresses, and if you read on the Internet about snake bites, they are extremely painful, and I 
certainly was not going to let her suffer.   She spent the night at the emergency vet on her cocktail of 
"doggie morphine" and was pretty much back to normal the next day.  She was EXTREMELY happy to 
see me when I picked her up the next morning and back to her rambunctious self within a day or so.    
 
Initially I was jittery when we resumed our neighborhood walks - every little squiggle of tar or stick on the 
street looks like a snake to me!   I run Mandy down at the lake during the cooler months, and I thought we 
might encounter a snake  during one of our lake runs - not necessarily right in the middle of street in the 
neighborhood.  I sent out an email through our yahoo group to alert everyone about the snake when this 
happened.  I guess I'm just glad that I didn't get bit, or one of our neighborhood children of the human 
variety.  Just goes to show you - you gotta watch it ........and maybe buy some dog insurance. 
�

�������
���	
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For this issue, we will finish describing select dogs in our subdivision with our dogs, Doodle and Fawn.  
Doodle is a dachshund or “wiener dog”.  He was raised by a breeder of registered miniature dachshunds, 
and was registered as Dandy Doodle Bug.  Fortunately for us, Doodle grew a bit larger than the miniature 
classification, so the breeder gave him to Mary. 

�

Fawn is a deer head Chihuahua that was a lost puppy that Colbert Crews rescued.   When Colbert 
alerted the community that he needed to place her for adoption, we agreed to adopt her to be a 
companion for Doodle. 

Both dogs are a bit barky.  We are working on getting them to bark less, particularly when we are walking 
them in the neighborhood.  Unfortunately, Doodle was abused by a young boy and, possibly, by an adult 
male.  He developed a dislike for both young children and males of all ages, except Bill.   

While Fawn will bark at strangers, she warms up to them fairly quickly, particularly when she is not in 
Doodle’s company.  Fawn loves to sit on a lap and will love anyone who will hold her.   Doodle loves a lap 
too, but only one of a person he knows and trusts. 
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Dr. Ray Braswell, Denton ISD Superintendent of Schools, was recently awarded recognition on 
Saturday, October 3, 2009, as one of the state’s top five superintendents of schools at a ceremony 
in Houston. 

 
Dr. Ray Braswell  

According to Britney Tabor, Staff Writer for Denton Record Chronicle, “Braswell joined 
superintendents from the Mission, Galena Park, Copperas Cove, and Round Rock school districts 
as finalists in the running to be named the state’s 2009 Superintendent of the Year, and the honor 
went to Oscar Rodriguez of Mission.”  

“The Texas Association of School Boards has given the award since 1984 to recognize a district 
leader for excellence and achievement in educational leadership.”  

We had the opportunity to become well acquainted with Ray while Bill was active with the 
Denton Rotary Club.  We find Ray to be an outstanding community-minded professional 
educator. 
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